[image: image1.wmf] 


RISK ASSESSMENTS - Thornham Field Centre – Ponds and Rivers General Health and Safety Advice

Pond dipping and surveying the River Dove are  a popular activities but there are certain hazards involved which may put children at risk

The main hazards with freshwater studies are:

1. Catching Weil’s disease

2. Hypothermia, injury or drowning from slipping or falling in the water or soft mud

3. Injury from pond dipping net handles etc when out of the water

All these can be avoided by following simple precautions:

1. The site:
avoid dipping in water 1m or more deep, choose a stable edge, only dip the pond allocated to you by Jean Marshall, education officer 

2. Accompanying teachers be aware of the risk of Weil’s disease, make sure the Centre gives you  a Weil’s disease leaflet (also on Web Site) 

3. There will be a  safety line available when pond dipping, kept  ready and quickly accessible

4. There will be a Field Centre  first  aid kit available and means of cleaning cuts or scratches

5. Soft mud should be avoided

6. Prevent children from running, pushing or shoving near the water

7. Space participants well apart along the dipping area and ensure that no one stands behind someone using a net.  Advise children to check around them before they haul out their nets

8. Warn people not to dredge too much with their nets nor to reach too far away as the net could catch on something and become heavy causing loss of balance.

9. Accompanying teachers are responsible for the behaviour of their children, if a child will not obey the safety procedures, ask the accompanying teacher to remove them from the  area.
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