WEIL’S DISEASE

Groups who do freshwater studies at Thornham Field Centre need to know about Weil’s Disease

Weil’s disease is caused by an organism which is present in rivers, lakes and estuaries.  It is a countrywide problem not unique to Thornham.  There is a very small chance of catching the disease whilst taking part in water based activities.

Weil’s disease responds well to early treatment.  Sensible precautions should be taken to minimise the risk.  The disease is transmitted through open cuts and so here at Thornham, children with open cuts on their hands will be supplied with rubber gloves to wear.  

The early symptoms of the disease are similar to flu and include headache, temperature and joint or muscle pain.  If these symptoms occur within three weeks of taking part in activities involving water, a doctor’s advise should be sought immediately and the following information should be given to the doctor.

Weil’s Disease 

The holder of this notice has recently taken part in water based outdoor activities organised by an environmental field study centre.

Cases of Weil’s Disease (Leptospirosis) have occurred in this region.  Perhaps you may care to consider this diagnosis.

Urgent treatment is essential for Weil’s Disease.  Advice on laboratory  diagnosis may be obtained from your local hospital Microbiology Department.

For further information please contact your local Consultant Microbiologist.  The County Outdoor Education Advisor can be contacted through the SCC Education Department 01473  583000.

