WELCOME TO THORNHAM FIELD CENTRE

NOTES FOR RESIDENTIAL VISITORS 2007

Please make sure that the lead teacher accompanying the group has a copy of these notes.  

We are very pleased that you have booked a visit to Thornham Field Centre and hope that the following information will be helpful to you.

On Arrival

Please ask the coach driver to park in the coach park opposite the main entrance.  You will be met by one of our tutors who will take you to the cabins and give a short talk on safety, timing, meals etc.  Please leave any unpacking and room allocation until after the teaching day has ended to maximise teaching time.

Bedding

WE NO LONGER SUPPLY SHEETS AND DUVET COVERS, so please bring a sleeping bag and pillow case (we supply a pillow) as well as towels.  

Meals

Are provided by the Forge Café  01379 783035.  Breakfast is eaten in the class/dining room of the cabins.  As we make every effort to keep costs low, breakfast will be left for you in the cabins’ kitchen and schools are asked to serve themselves, to clear  and wash up.  Packed lunches will be ready in the Forge Café at the end of the teaching morning.  On the day of arrival please bring a packed lunch.  The evening meal is served in the Forge Café.    

Equipment

Please ensure that suitable clothes and footwear are worn.  Wellington boots if possible or at least old trainers.  Long trousers are recommended to protect from brambles etc.  Appropriate clothes for the weather conditions, warm hat and coat for winter, sun hat and sunscreen for summer.  Please bring clip boards and pencils.    

Payment

We will invoice you after the visit.  Please make sure that your Thornham tutor knows exact numbers so that an accurate invoice can be sent.

Packed Lunches/Green Issues

Please read the note on low impact packed lunches, also the Power Point presentation on our web site www.thornhamfieldcentre.org all groups are asked to observe these guidelines whichever course they are following. The Forge Café is open each day in the summer, for sweets, drinks souvenirs etc.

On arrival you will be given two black plastic sacks for your lunch rubbish.  We ask that you sort the rubbish into that which will go into the compost bin and that which will end up in a landfill site. We will weigh the landfill rubbish and give you a bar chart comparing the amount you leave with the last ten schools to visit us. It is possible to leave no rubbish – and this has been done several times now! 

Timing 

Groups normally arrive at 10.00 a.m.   Please let us know arrival and departure times on your booking form  

Gift Shop

There is a small gift shop next to the Forge Café. 

Evenings

The estate is closed to visitors at 6.00 p.m.  If however you would like an evening walk, please ask for a map of public footpaths or  you may like to follow our village trail.  There is a grassy area where the group can play games, please bring suitable equipment, balls, bats etc.  There is a tv and video/dvd player but no aerial, please bring videos if you would like to.  Copied dvd’s don’t seem to work on the dvd player, so you need the original.  

DISCIPLINE AND RESPONSIBILITY

The visiting school is responsible for the discipline of their own children.  It is important that all the adult helpers you bring are aware of this and that each adult knows which children they are looking after.

CHOICE OF COURSES

Although we make every effort to provide the courses which you have chosen, we may have to make adjustments particularly if we are advised that  adverse weather conditions are expected.  This is purely for the safety of your children.

DEPARTURE

To enable the cleaner to prepare the cabins for the next group, please have your bags packed and ready by breakfast time of your last day.  You will be given a key to our shed, known as Bag End, where you can leave your bags and equipment for day.  You will be able to collect you luggage from Bag End at the end of the day, but not to go back into the cabins.  You will be able to use the toilets by the Field Centre main buildings.

There is a Power Point Presentation on our web site www.thornhamfieldcentre.org which gives the pupils an idea what a residential trip to Thornham is like.  Our web site also has a children’s area which they might also enjoy.  The site is updated regularly and you can check out monthly what you are likely to see at Thornham each month.  

We do hope you enjoy your trip.

Do please telephone our office 01379 788153 if you have any further queries.

